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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As 1 was generally known to be the Author of 
a pamphlet entitled, DUMOURIER UNMASKED, | 
ce or the Life and Adventures of the Hero of 
« Temappe ;” ſeveral perſons have expreſſed a 
deſire that 1 ſhould publifh the character and 
hiſtory of General Pichegru ; and being willing 
to perform this delicate taſk, with the utmoſt 
candour and impartiality, I ſhall confine myſelf 
to what I frequently heard from the Com- 
manders of the Artillery of Metz, in which he 
ſerved eleven years, and from the officers of the 
Company he belonged to. 


I preſume, the veracity of this account will 
not be doubted, merely as coming from perſons 

who differ with him in political opinion, but 
| whoſe ſentiments and ſituations place them 
beyond the ſuſpicion of partiality, I ſhall not 
heſitate, therefore, to make known the cha- 
rafter of a man who did not at firſt ſeem to be 
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one of the greateſt favourites of Fortune but 
who nevertbeleſs, at this 3 . attracts 
ye ante mm . | ; 
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II chance diſpoſes Alkali of the laurels je 
mann it cannot _— the unſucceſsful. * 
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. 1 ſhould be 8 PEO that 1 wiſh tq 
place General Pichegru on a parallel with Dumourier; | 
it is not my intention to revive a dba and N : 
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Picn sono was born at 1 the 
province of e ee and was the 
ſonchf? „ furmer. 
0 1, vi ag 10 2% 
10 He is abou firs beet Ee or 7 arches 
High; his face is broad, with dark brown 
hait and beard His eyes, which are of the 
ſame colour, are rather above the common 
Hee ; his noſe large and fleſhy, his mouth 
wide, his teeth tolerably good, and fore- 
boy Pos va ; _ 
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head ſmall. —His manly 6gure expreſſes 


that deep and penetrating ſubtlety, which, 
while it endeavours to diſcover the ſecrets 
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of others, artfully conceals its own. 
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Pichegru, having obtained an excellent 
education, reſolved tg enter into: Holy Or- 
ders, and as admitted. a brother of the 
Order of Minithe ;* * bat dhe gtdatich! not 


agreeing with his * and laborious diſ- 
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poſition, he embraced the profeſſion of 
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At that t time © (178 3) Pickiegru ien 
twenty-ſeven years of age. He went to 
Strafburg, andenlifted in the regiment of 
the artillery of Metz, which was gart 
ſoned in that citys and here he combined 
the utmoſt regularity of dende with an 
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© 5 LS one of the moſt aſter 8 Orders i in 
France; C 
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aſtoniſhing facility me 8 the know- 
. of his Np 
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8 his e with been, 
and entered into the ſpirit of his new em- 
ployment, of which in a ſhort time he 
nnn Saints n 
57 7 8. en DO1UOY AL wo 
A few years (afterwards . 17856 
1786, as wellas 1 Can roeollect) He wit 
dangeroufly -wounded in the tight-Band, 
when at exerviſe; this thumb - was! Thot 
backwards, and his hand almoſt ibid. 
As the wound was generally deemed in- 
curable, the Miniftor war applied to for 
the ondinary penſion of a cannoncere—Mi 
ſew years Kervice proving an obſtacle 0 
the ſucoeſs of-this' application, the Major 
of the regiment, on account-of the genefal 
good conduct of Pichegru, and compaſ- 
. the ſituation of a young man 
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who might have been uſeful to dhe regi- 


ment, propoſed to, advance him" to; the 
rank of a Serjeant, the emoluments of 


which orgs eee of lub 
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* thi cull ond ET Piches 
gru favoured more of the well-educated 
anz than, the ptivate ſoldier, as ſoon as 
. ound was healed, he again entered 
en the ſtudy of the belles- lettres, and 
compoſed verſes, ſome of which were 
tolerably-good, and ſome but 9 0 
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be Major, Moi the bonds af 
Pichegru to be uniformlyncorrect, placed 
him in the office of the Etat · Major of the 
regiment at 13 23 of Which he was in 
ts year et 0 Angtgigen 3 
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Pichegru generally poſſeſſed the friend - 
hip of his equals, and the eſteem and 
confidence of his "ſuperiors, without diſ- 


Playing. at the ſame time, any of thoſe 
brilliant qualities which enabled him to 
ack the part with ſucceſs he was one Nan 
or other to nen ron 24440 Oh 
noche: 2601530202478 Jo a1 o 40-3034 ;ÞA 
At the SanateneG est of the Rerela- 
tion, the prudent reſerve of Pichegru was 
the firſt. cauſe of his being noticed. His 
officets could with difficulty diſcover his 
opinion'; and there is room to believe. that 
he attentively obſerved the ſeveral events 
as they took place, and would habe at- 
tached himſelf to the good cauſt had not 
the othet᷑ preſented a vaſter field of action. 
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- His; officers; did him the juſtice to de- 
che, that, in every cabal or inſurrectian, 
he behaved: with the utmoſt prudence, æver 
performing 
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of the Prinees and the Allies whether 
with an intention to determine on the 
ide it was prudent to join, or to obtain 
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performing his duty with exaneſs, and ob- 
ferving a reſpectful obedience to the com- 
mands of his ſaperiors.., The Mayor of | 
Artillery who made Pichegru a ſerjeant | 
in the year 1785, gave him, in the month 
af January, 1792, the firſt commiſſion of 
an officer, promoting him to the rank of 
Adjutant of one of the battalions: a ſhort 
timo aſter, he was n Lieutenant in 
. . 98. 4115 9 i: 
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ee that, 10 the beginaing of 


order to- make himſelf acquainted. with 


the ſituation aud reſources of the armies 


ſuoh information as Would probably inſure 
dhe ſuocuaſs of that he an 
n we are entitel/ ignorant. 
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In the ſame year Pichegru quitted the 
Artillery, in order 80 inſtruct 'a battalion 
of national guards, which he afterwards 
commanded, aid Which Nr him into 
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kiebegen Rs? his deen for a 
ſituation in the Etat- Major of the Army 
of Cuſtine. The experſence he acquired 
in this kind of ſervice, diſcovered, without 
doubt, thoſe military talents which the 
nature of his occupation; in his own te- 
giment, prevented him from e at 
à more early period. 1 | 


Many who ſerved under him, when 
he'firſt- obtained the command of a de- 
tacked corps, ſay, that having always 
adoptcd' a regular add - tinifotms''mothol 
of performing his duty, the ſudden change 
of VI which even aſtoniſhed himſelf, 

. rendered 
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ed his ſituation for ſome time awk - 


* and | embarcaling. - | Hh, 
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0 The oe Wer has ob- 


tained, ought to be attributed more to 
his intelligence and rigorous punctuality 
in the execution, than to his military 
abilities as a commander in chief; for it 
is well known that all the plans of the 
campaign, calculated from every poſſible 
eircumſtance, are ſent to him daily by 
the Military Committee, in which there 
are ſome old officers! of the firſt talents, 
whoſe names, however, are very little 
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thoſe officers have before them the moſt 


exact and detailed plans of all the fron- 
tiers and country adjacent, charts of the 
farmer campaigns, with. every material 
heh circumitance, 


4 5 2 
eircumſtance, and all the obſervations and 
remarks that have been made ſinee or 
during the reign of Louis the Four- 
teenth. « | 


It is generally allowed, that Pichegru 
poſſeſſes very conſiderable courage and 
that, even in the heat of action, his cool - 
neſs does not forſake him. He is a man 
of the utmoſt humanity, of which laſt 
virtue he has given the moſt unequivocal 
| proofs, It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
his good fortune has neither rendered him 
proud nor afluming ; for never were his 
proclamations filled with thoſe loud and 
contumelious boaſts, or that ridiculous 
egotiſm, which diſgraced thoſe of his pre- 
deceſſors, and which were merely calcu- 
lated to inſult and irritate the Powers and 
Generals they had to oppoſe. 
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1 16 } 
7} Not long ago, being in company with 


an Engliſh Officer, whom he had invited 
to dinner, he filenced ſome young men 


under his command, who declared their 
opinions with much freedom, and ſeeming 
contempt, concerning theit adverſaries and 
the allied Powers. Whenever this topic 
was entered in among ſtrangers, he endea- 
voured to avoid the ſubject, or to give 2 
pleaſing and good-natured turn to the con- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


POSTSORIPT. 


Tu E private life of Generdl Pichegru, 
before the Revolution, affords neither in- 
formation nor anecdote, beige merely that 
of a ſimple cannoneer: at brech. few but 
thoſe vhs grre under him, eyer hear any 
thing mentioned concerning it. We can 
| form, however, an idea of his character at 


that time, through the channel of the 
public prints. 


If any perſon imagines that it was my 
intention, in giving this detail, to flatter 
the ſelf-love of Pichegru, or to repreſent 
him as a hero, they are deceived ; my only 
motive being to prove, that if Generals of 
the firſt knowledge and ſkill have expe- 
rienced diſappointments in the late cam- 


paign, 
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paign, they had not to e (as it was 
generally and artfully reported) with a 
man unſkilled in militaty affairs, but abſo- 
Jutely againſt the greateſt men of the 
age, directing the operations of a ſuperior 
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